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Project 1

For this project you will work independently with the Professor and self-manage a substantial project of your own  

choosing—with one restriction. You may not do a typical branding project, which means you cannot create a logo and  

a look and simply apply it to things. This first project is about communicating extensive information about a subject.  

I want to see if you can handle lengthy levels of information about something. Research a social issue or cause and 

educate people about it.  Or come up with a concept or theme and design a series of books around it. Create a series 

of brochures for different audiences on the same subject. Design a content-rich magazine (i.e. Mother Jones, Wired or 

AdBusters). Or create a complex web system, with heavy content like The Daily Beast, NRDC, UTNE or Newsweek. 

Everything but logos, corporate identity and promotional branding. We’ll save that for Project 2.

Your final solutions can be in any medium or format providing they are appropriate to the subject matter. The rationale 

for choosing the construct should be validated by your choice of topic and target audience.  

The final outcome of the project will be equivalent to 3-4 uniquely designed pieces. Should you decide to do something 

more extensive, it may count for 2 or even 3 components. The Professor will determine with each student what  

quantity and mix of work will satisfy the requirement. The end products should support a consistent, unified theme/

concept/idea on an identified topic that is aimed at a specific market or interest group. I would suggest using several 

different media if you can.

 

Elements may include a book, a series of books or large format brochures, posters, an ad campaign, a non-superficial 

magazine, environmental strategies, direct marketing, a website, an installation, exhibit/display, film, or motion media 

campaign—or any other appropriate artifact. A multi-page print component is required. 

Your project will include:

•   A one-two page written Brief which identifies communication problems and potential solutions. Once you have  

written this Brief, you may not change your project so think it through thoroughly before submitting the project for  

consideration. Please have 1-2 alternate ideas in case the first idea is turned down.

•   Digital Proposal for presentation to the class. Examples are posted on BlackBoard. This presentation should 

include a cover page, situational overview of the project, project goals & objectives, target audience(s), a listing of 

deliverables, word list, competition, mood board page(s), preliminary type and color studies or typographic inspira-

tion, written and visual research; work designed for similar products/brands, and any other pertinent marketing 

information.

•  A thorough and comprehensive Process Book (see specifics below)

•  Final designs, printed/mounted 

•  A formal PDF presentation of all your final designs, including full size, hi-res files.

Use this opportunity to work in areas of interest to you, to develop and expand your skills and to learn how to sell your-

self and your design work in a fun and supportive environment. Look for holes in your portfolio since these two projects 

will be the centerpiece of your book. Create projects that will take you out of your comfort zone.

Project 1 is due at Class 10  at which time you will hand in the 5 deliverables, printing/mounting, at a minimum, your 3 

best components. You will also post a single file PDF of your pieces to Submissions on Blackboard before the start of 
class the day it is due. If ANY of these elements are missing, the project will be considered incomplete and you will 
lose substantial points off your grade.
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[THE TRUTH BEGINS HERE] 

THE CONSPIRACY OF EXTRATERRESTRIAL LIFE FORMS 

 
OUTLINE 
There are many speculations of “aliens” seen on planet earth. These visitors from outer space. For 
centuries people have studied these mysterious life forms in hopes of discovering the truth. From reported 
abductions to unidentified flying saucers, our unknown visitors have an eerie reputation spreading the fear 
that this entire planet will one day be invaded and destroyed.  
 
Aliens are similar to humans in the fact that they are not inherently good or evil, but both extremes exist 
together. The Central Intelligence Agency and government are aware and are in contact with these 
unearthly lifeforms, they even signed a “peace treaty” with the bad aliens. This treaty states that “Extra 
terrestrial beings are permitted to abduct certain amount of people in a year in exchange for their 
unearthly intelligence.  
 
The government demands complete control and denies any knowledge of extraterrestrial existence. After 
hearing the initial reports of “alien abductions” from many people the government began to create cover 
up stories. They initially encouraged the thought of aliens causing chaos and complete destruction by 
began creating propaganda invasion posters. The more questions people began to ask, the more 
excuses the government began to easily create. 
 
As the government began to propagate the violent reputation of the unearthly’s, the good intentioned 
aliens tried to create a connection with certain humans on Earth with the hopes that they have efforts of 
coexisting together. These mysterious life forms are visiting to save our intergalactic planet from us 
self-destructing our only home. Their time is more important than destroying Earth when they have the 
knowledge, technology and resources of being in their own universe/dimension. These life beings are 
time travelers, curiously intelligent and capable of telepathy.  
 
These unearthly beings are not from another planet, but a separate multiverse. They exist in a world that 
is just next door. All humans possess a certain level of consciousness, with some people inherently more 
open minded to the idea of otherworldly lifeforms. These are the people who are more likely to be 
contacted by the extraterrestrials. We won’t know when we are able or ready to be contacted because the 
aliens intelligence is far beyond our comprehension.  
 
The government keeps secrets from us and it’s honest to say that aliens are already here. 
 
PROJECT GOALS 
The priority of this project is to expose the truth about the of extraterrestrial life and prove to everyone that 
the government cannot be trusted. While some of the deliverables will be focused on exposing the truth, 
others will also be government created propaganda trying to cleverly cover things up. 
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RESEARCH 
There will be heavy amounts of research on past abduction sites, reported sightings, crash landings and 
the overall existing ideas surrounding aliens and space. We will conduct research on genuine government 
top secret documents.  
 
We will also reveal(design) the aliens’ hieroglyphic language by studying Egyptian artifacts and show how 
it’s connected crop circles, the stonehenge and more. This will all be revealed throughout our 
deliverables. 
 
DELIVERABLES 

1. Posters (x3) 
2. Postcards (x3) 
3. Project blue book jacket??  
4. “Old” newspaper articles 
5. Brochure/map 

     i.  Red dot: abduction sites 
     ii. Blue dot: crash landings  
     iii. Purple dot: reported sightings 

6. Anonymously released video (motion media) 
7. Alien creation book/pamphlet collection (x3) 

     i. The amazing pyramids 
     ii. Stonehenge 
     iii. Crop circles 

8. Xeroxed signed peace treaty with the ‘greys’ 
 
SCHEDULE 
Class 2W      Get Casem’s feedback on topic, begin heavy research and gathering image assets 
Class 3M      Begin w/ creating poster thumbnails- create digital comp. &  developing the overall aesthetic 
Class 4W      Refine posters, thumbnails for postcards, sketch frames for video, collect info for map,  

        newspaper, and booklets 
Class 5M      Begin working on video, postcard digital comps, sketches for the booklets and map,  

        hardcopy postcards/posters, develop sketches for book jacket 
Class 6W      Continue video work and developing the booklets and map digitally 
Class 7M      Test print of postcards and posters, begin digital process book 
Class 8W      Finalize process book, refine and print posters and postcards 
Class 9M      Process book due, hard copy of every printed deliverable, begin revisions 
Class 10W    Final designs due: map printed, 3 posters (mounted), book jacket printed, stitched booklet 

        collection, rendered video, printed xeroxed treaty 

BRIEF
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FINAL DELIVERABLES:
 1. Postcard (x2)
 2. Newspaper Article
 3. Brochure that Unfolds to a Map
 4. Government Peace Treaty
 5. Booklet
 6. Poster
 7. Package that holds them all together



MOODBOARD



WORDLIST

CONSPIRACY     GOVERNMENT     INVESTIGATE
EXISTENCE     PARANOIA     VERIFY     CONTROL

Government
Conspiracy
Lies
Cover-up
Truth
Hide
Cower
Run & 
Scream
Destruction
Abduct
Torture
Research
Facility
Science
Experiment
Cloning
New
Illegal
Closed Doors

Lab
Basement
Underground
Crazy
Nutjob
Psychotic
Theorist
Tinfoil
Make up
Dig into
Newspaper
String
Wall
Thumbtack
Connect 
Dots
Greater Plan
Universe
Stars
Puzzle 

Centuries
Solve
Secret
Top
Confidential
File
Deeper
Paranioa
Alleged
Claim
Reports
Conspire
Encounter
Plot
Control
Manipulate
Proof
Belief
Monitor
Suspicion

Knowledge
Make sense
Agents
Existance
Explain
Herd
Masses
Inexplicable
Elaborate
Verify
Systematic
Charade
Pretend
Secret 
Codes
Hidden
Unearth
Uncover
Discover
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missing. -
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Police Department, Twin Falls, Idaho. He was instructed to notify the local
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WRITTEN RESEARCH

Pyramids:
“The Pyramids of Giza consist of the Great 
Pyramid of Giza (also known as the Pyra-
mid of Cheops or Khufu and constructed 
c. 2560–2540 BC), the somewhat small-
er Pyramid of Khafre (or Chephren) a few 
hundred meters to the south-west, and the 
relatively modest-sized Pyramid of Men-
kaure (or Mykerinos) a few hundred me-
ters farther south-west. The Great Sphinx 
lies on the east side of the complex. Along 
with these major monuments are a num-
ber of smaller satellite edifices, known as 
“queens” pyramids, causeways and valley 
pyramids” (5)

“For the Great Pyramid of Giza, most of the 
stone for the interior seems to have been 
quarried immediately to the south of the 
construction site. The smooth exterior of 
the pyramid was made of a fine grade of 
white limestone that was quarried across 
the Nile.

To ensure that the pyramid remained sym-
metrical, the exterior casing stones all had 
to be equal in height and width.” (5)

“The Great Pyramid is made of millions of 
precisely hewn stones weighing at least 
two tons each. Even with today’s cranes 
and other construction equipment, building 
a pyramid as big as that of Pharaoh Khufu 
would be a formidable challenge.” (1)

“Their initial claims regarding the alignment 
of the Giza pyramids with Orion (“…the 
three pyramids were a terrestrial map of 
the three stars of Orion’s belt”—Hancock’s 
Fingerprints of the Gods, 1995, p. 375) are 
later joined with speculation about the age 
of the Great Sphinx (Hancock and Bau-
val, Keeper of Genesis, published 1996, 

Stonehenge:
“the Neolithic monument inspired Swiss 
author Erich von Däniken to suggest it was 
a model of the solar system that also func-
tioned as an alien landing pad” (1)

“Its construction is all the more baffling 
because, while the sandstone slabs of its 
outer ring hail from local quarries, scien-
tists have traced the bluestones that make 
up its inner ring all the way to the Preseli 
Hills in Wales, some 200 miles from where 
Stonehenge sits on Salisbury Plain.” (3)

“Research shows that the site has con-
tinuously evolved over a period of about 
10,000 years. The structure that we call 
“Stonehenge” was built between roughly 
5,000 and 4,000 years ago and was one 
part of a larger sacred landscape that in-
cluded a massive stone monument that 
was 15 times the size of Stonehenge.”(4)

“The biggest of Stonehenge’s stones, 
known as sarsens, are up to 30 feet (9 
meters) tall and weigh 25 tons (22.6 met-
ric tons) on average. It is widely believed 
that they were brought from Marlborough 
Downs, a distance of 20 miles (32 kilome-
ters) to the north. 

Smaller stones, referred to as “bluestones” 
(they have a bluish tinge when wet or 
freshly broken), weigh up to 4 tons and 
come from several different sites in west-
ern Wales, having been transported as far 
as 140 miles (225 km). It’s unknown how 
people in antiquity moved them that far.”

Alignment to the sun and moon with rituals 
at the summer and winter solstices

The 90 or so huge stones discovered at 
Durrington Walls may have originally stood 

Nazca Lines:
The Nazca Lines are a series of complex 
lines engraved on planet Earth that form 
highly accurate geometric shapes, nature 
and animal figures. There are over one 
thousand figures and these geoglyphs cov-
er the whole desert. These archaeological 
formations can only be seen from the sky 
as each formation are miles long. 

Each figure has prominent lines that have 
stayed in place for thousands of years. 
Purposely scarred into the Earth’s rock at 
this destination in understanding of the soil 
and stones. The heat comes off the rock 
and they melted together from natural rea-
sons emitted from the sun. Protected from 
the sun, these lines became melted into 
Earth’s ground to tell ancient story through 
an hieroglyphic language.

Location: Peru 
Coordinates: 14.7390°S, 75.1300°W 

Figures: Geometric shapes; Animals: Bird, 
monkey, spider, whale, human like shape; 
Nature: Flowers, water

The Hidden Puzzle 
It took an advanced knowledge of ancient 
techniques to create the Nazca Lines in 
such a precise manner. These figures were 
related to the position of the sun, moon, 
stars, and solstice. Many of the figures(30) 
are constellations which map out the sky, 
others are geoglyphs of life forms found on 
this particular planet, Earth. 

Intelligent beings created and left these 
unique symbols to keep a large visual form 
of communication. These alignments are 
large acknowledgement of life existing on 
this planet.

and in 1997 in the U.S. as The Message of 
the Sphinx). According to these works, the 
Great Sphinx was constructed c. 10,500 
BC (Upper Paleolithic), and its lion-shape 
is maintained to be a definitive reference to 
the constellation of Leo. Furthermore, the 
orientation and dispositions of the Sphinx, 
the Giza pyramids and the Nile River rel-
ative to one another on the ground is put 
forward as an accurate reflection or “map” 
of the constellations of Leo, Orion (specif-
ically, Orion’s Belt) and the Milky Way re-
spectively.” (2)

“The theory then claims that because two 
diagonal lines extend from the pyramids on 
either side of the Nile River delta, then the 
early Egyptians could not have known this 
when building them.” (6)

“The website also says the great pyramid 
lines up almost exactly with the magnet-
ic North Pole. “How could the Egyptians 
possibly have built their pyramid facing the 
exact magnetic North Pole without even 
having a compass?” (6)

Pyramid: Nummulite limestone, rose gran-
ite, Graywacke 
Total blocks: 2’500’000 stones 
Stone layers: 210 layers 
Average Stone weight: density of 2,6 - 2,9 
t/m³ weighing 6.5-10 tons 
Total weight: 6’500’000 tons 
Base: 690 Ft 
Height: 438 Ft

nearly 15 feet (4.5 meters) high before 
they were pushed over some 4,500 years 
ago, according to the researchers. The 
stones were then buried under a bank of 
earth that measures about 130 feet (40 
m) across and nearly 10 feet (3 m) high in 
some places. This massive bank forms the 
outer perimeter of the Durrington Walls “su-
per-henge.”



IN THE PUBLIC

Anonymous released a 
video claiming that NASA 
will soon announce the 
discovery of aliens.

Many brands have used 
aliens in ther advertising 
campaigns, such as in this 
recent Gucci ad.

There also exist all of the 
websites and forums that 
are completely dedicated to 
the exposure of aliens and 
theories. Most of these sites 
are very badly designed.

There are a ton of books 
and movies published that 
revolve around aliens and 
alien invasions.
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TYPE STUDIES: Newspaper
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The Great Pyramids of Egypt are a world-wide phenomenon that millions of 
tourists flock to see each year. Located in the outskirts of Cairo, Egypt, the Great 
Pyramids consist of three large pyramids flanked by three queen pyramids. When 
they were originally built they were even more magnificent, with a smooth outer 
surface that has since been taken away.

The Great Pyramids of Egypt are a world-wide phenomenon that 
millions of tourists flock to see each year. Located in the 
outskirts of Cairo, Egypt, the Great Pyramids consist of three 
large pyramids flanked by three queen pyramids. When they were 
originally built they were even more magnificent, with a smooth 
outer surface that has since been taken away.

�e Great Pyramids of Egypt are a world-wide phenomenon that millions 
of tourists �ock to see each year. Located in the outskirts of Cairo, Egypt, 
the Great Pyramids consist of three large pyramids �anked by three queen 
pyramids. When they were originally built they were even more 
magni�cent, with a smooth outer surface that has since been taken away.

The Great Pyramids of Egypt are a world-wide phenomenon 
that millions of tourists �ock to see each year. Located in the 
outskirts of Cairo, Egypt, the Great Pyramids consist of three 
large pyramids �anked by three queen pyramids. When they 
were originally built they were even more magni�cent, with a 
smooth outer surface that has since been taken away.

The Great Pyramids of Egypt are a world-wide phenomenon 
that millions of tourists �ock to see each year. Located in the 
outskirts of Cairo, Egypt, the Great Pyramids consist of three 
large pyramids �anked by three queen pyramids. When they 
were originally built they were even more magni�cent, with 
a smooth outer surface that has since been taken away.
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The Great Pyramids of Egypt are a world-wide phenomenon that millions of 
tourists f lock to see each year. Located in the outskirts of Cairo, Egypt, the 
Great Pyramids consist of three large pyramids flanked by three queen 
pyramids. When they were originally built they were even more magnificent, 
with a smooth outer surface that has since been taken away.

The Great Pyramids of Egypt are a world-wide phenomenon 
that millions of tourists flock to see each year. Located in the 
outskirts of Cairo, Egypt, the Great Pyramids consist of three 
large pyramids flanked by three queen pyramids. When they 
were originally built they were even more magnificent, with a 
smooth outer surface that has since been taken away.

�e Great Pyramids of Egypt are a world-wide phenomenon that 
millions of tourists �ock to see each year. Located in the outskirts of 
Cairo, Egypt, the Great Pyramids consist of three large pyramids 
�anked by three queen pyramids. When they were originally built 
they were even more magni�cent, with a smooth outer surface that 
has since been taken away.

The Great Pyramids of Egypt are a world-wide phenomenon that 
millions of tourists �ock to see each year. Located in the outskirts of 
Cairo, Egypt, the Great Pyramids consist of three large pyramids 
�anked by three queen pyramids. When they were originally built 
they were even more magni�cent, with a smooth outer surface that 
has since been taken away.

The Great Pyramids of Egypt are a world-wide phenomenon that 
millions of tourists flock to see each year. Located in the outskirts 
of Cairo, Egypt, the Great Pyramids consist of three large 
pyramids flanked by three queen pyramids. When they were 
originally built they were even more magnificent, with a smooth 
outer surface that has since been taken away.
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The Great Pyramids of Egypt are a world-wide phenomenon that millions of 
tourists flock to see each year. Located in the outskirts of Cairo, Egypt, the Great 
Pyramids consist of three large pyramids flanked by three queen pyramids. When 
they were originally built they were even more magnificent, with a smooth outer 
surface that has since been taken away.

The Great Pyramids of Egypt are a world-wide phenomenon that 
millions of tourists flock to see each year. Located in the 
outskirts of Cairo, Egypt, the Great Pyramids consist of three 
large pyramids flanked by three queen pyramids. When they were 
originally built they were even more magnificent, with a smooth 
outer surface that has since been taken away.

�e Great Pyramids of Egypt are a world-wide phenomenon that millions 
of tourists �ock to see each year. Located in the outskirts of Cairo, Egypt, 
the Great Pyramids consist of three large pyramids �anked by three queen 
pyramids. When they were originally built they were even more 
magni�cent, with a smooth outer surface that has since been taken away.

The Great Pyramids of Egypt are a world-wide phenomenon 
that millions of tourists �ock to see each year. Located in the 
outskirts of Cairo, Egypt, the Great Pyramids consist of three 
large pyramids �anked by three queen pyramids. When they 
were originally built they were even more magni�cent, with a 
smooth outer surface that has since been taken away.

The Great Pyramids of Egypt are a world-wide phenomenon 
that millions of tourists �ock to see each year. Located in the 
outskirts of Cairo, Egypt, the Great Pyramids consist of three 
large pyramids �anked by three queen pyramids. When they 
were originally built they were even more magni�cent, with 
a smooth outer surface that has since been taken away.
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TYPE STUDIES: Newspaper
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TYPE STUDIES: Poster

They’re Closer Than You Expect
ITC Franklin Gothic

THEY’RE CLOSER THAN YOU EXPECT
Bebas Neue

THEY’RE CLOSER THAN YOU EXPECT
Akzidenz-Grotesk

THEY’RE CLOSER THAN YOU EXPECT
DIN Black

THEY’RE CLOSER THAN YOU EXPECT
ITC Franklin Gothic

THEY’RE CLOSER THAN YOU EXPECT
Francois One

THEY’RE CLOSER THAN YOU EXPECT
Atrament



TYPE STUDIES: Ley Lines

LEY LINES COLLECTION
ARTICLE TWOam
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The Great Pyramids of Egypt are a world-wide 
phenomenon that millions of tourists flock to 
see each year. Located in the outskirts of 
Cairo, Egypt, the Great Pyramids consist of 
three large pyramids flanked by three queen 
pyramids. When they were originally built they 
were even more magnificent, with a smooth 
outer surface that has since been taken away.
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This map contains a selected number 
of sites that are connected to 
unidentified flying objects. Though by 
no means an exhaustive list, this map 
delineates some of the most important 
and well-known U.F.O. sites. 

left side intro left side intro

and USOs are extremely 
important in understanding 

the history of Planet Earth’s past and 
even future. They have been reported 
since the second millennium BCE and 
continue to be noticed flying in our skies 
to this day. These unidentified flying and 
submersive objects have been recorded 
in fine paintings throughout art history 
and even recorded from pharaohs and 
kings themselves. These fiery disks, 
flying saucers, are aware of our planet 
and are here to help.

This map contains a selected number of 
sites that are connected to unidentified 
flying objects. Though by no means an 
exhaustive list, this map delineates 
some of the most important and well-
known U.F.O. sites. 

U.F.O. = Unidentified Flying Object
U.S.O. = Unidentified Submerged Object
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UFOs and USOs are extremely important 
in understanding the history of Planet 
Earth’s past and even future. They 
have been reported since the second 
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noticed flying in our skies to this day. 
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paintings throughout art history and 
even recorded from pharaohs and kings 
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here to help.
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If periodic polls are any indication, 
Americans have remained consistent on 
the subject of aliens for the last three 
decades. At any given moment, roughly 
10 percent of Americans believe they’ve 
seen a UFO. A Gallup poll from 1990 
found that 47 percent of respondents 
believed UFOs were “real,” as in alien. 
A 2015 poll found that 56 percent of 
Americans believed in UFOs. American 
disbelief of the government line on UFOs 
has also remained steady. In 1996, 71 
percent thought the government was 
hiding something; it was 79 percent 
in 2012, according to a National 
Geographic Survey. In other words, more 
people believe that the US government 
is covering up evidence of alien life than 
believe that Jesus is the son of God.
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PENTAGON’S UFO SECRET
BY KIERA BOWEN

BY KIERA BOWEN

STRANGE OBJECTS SPOTTED IN SKY

HEAD OF SECRET ‘UFO’ 
OFFICE SOUGHT TO MAKE  

EVIDENCE PUBLIC.

Just before leaving his Defense 
Department job two months ago, 
intelligence officer Luis Elizondo qui-
etly arranged to secure the release of 
three of the most unusual videos in 
the Pentagon’s secret vaults: raw foot-
age from encounters between fighter 
jets and “anomalous aerial vehicles” 
— military jargon for UFOs.

The videos, all taken from cockpit 
cameras, show pilots struggling to 
lock their radars on oval-shaped 
vessels that, on screen, look vaguely 
like giant flying Tic Tacs. The strange 
aircraft — no claims are made about 
their possible origins or makeup — 
appear to hover briefly before sprint-
ing away at speeds that elicit gasps 
and shouts from the pilots.

Elizondo, in an internal Pentagon 
memo requesting that the videos be 
cleared for public viewing, argued 
that the images could help educate 
pilots and improve aviation safety. 
But in interviews, he said his ultimate 
intention was to shed light on a lit-
tle-known program Elizondo himself 
ran for seven years: a low-key Defense 
Department operation to collect and 
analyze reported UFO sightings.

The existence of the program, known 
as the Advanced Aviation Threat 
Identification Program, was con-
firmed officially for the first time 
Saturday by a Pentagon spokesman. 
The acknowledgment came in re-
sponse to media inquiries, which 
were generated in part by a start-up 
company Elizondo has joined since 
retirement. The private company spe-
cializes in promoting UFO research 
for scientific and entertainment 
purposes.

Current and former Pentagon of-
ficials confirm that the Pentagon 
program has been in existence since 
2007 and was formed for the pur-
pose of collecting and analyzing a 
wide range of “anomalous aerospace 
threats” ranging from advanced 
aircraft fielded by traditional U.S. 
adversaries to commercial drones 
to possible alien encounters. It is a 
rare instance of ongoing government 
investigations into a UFO phenome-
non that was the subject of multiple 
official inquiries in the 1950s and 
1960s.

Spending for the program totaled at 
least $22 million, according to former 
Pentagon officials and documents 
seen by The Washington Post, but 
the funding officially ended in 2012. 
“It was determined that there were 
other, higher priority issues that 
merited funding and it was in the 
best interest of the DOD to make a 
change,” Pentagon spokesman Tom 
Crosson explained in a statement.

But officials familiar with the initia-
tive say the collection effort contin-
ued as recently as last month. The 
program operated jointly out of the 
Pentagon and, at least for a time, an 
underground complex in Las Vegas 
managed by Bigelow Aerospace, a 
defense contractor that builds mod-
ules for space stations. It generated at 
least one report, a 490-page volume 
that describes alleged UFO sightings 
in the United States and numer-
ous foreign countries over multiple 
decades.

Neither the Pentagon nor any of the 
program’s managers have claimed 
conclusive proof of extraterrestrial 
visitors, but Elizondo, citing ac-
counts and data collected by his office 
over a decade, argues that the videos 
and other evidence failed to generate 
the kind of high-level attention he 
believes is warranted. As part of his 
decision to leave the Pentagon, he 
not only sought the release of videos 
but also penned a letter to Defense 
Secretary Jim Mattis complaining 
that a potential security threat was 
being ignored.

  CONTINUED ON A6

A UFO filmed shooting through the 
the sky in Topopah shocked drivers 
but an expert claims that aliens are 
monitoring us. 

The footage of the mysterious object 
was shot alongside a busy road and 
sparked a number of theories about 
what the vertical flying object was.  

A woman who was travelling on the 
road in the state of Baja California in 
Mexico uploaded the video to the in-
ternet where it was picked up by UFO 
expert Pedro Ramirez. Mr. Ramirez 
claimed the potiential UFO was the 
‘first sighting of 2018.’

He said: ‘You can see that the tubular 
UFO is flying vertically over the city.’ 
He also claims that there has been in-
creased alien activity during the last 
two months of 2017. 

He added: ‘Aliens are aware that 
we have made a number of space 
launches recently and have identified 
that we have been sending up ‘war 
material’. 

‘Concerned by our activity, they have 
been increasingly monitoring our 
planet. 

‘This year will be very important for 
those of us who follow this phenom-
enon closely.’ 

Pedro believes that forthcoming 
launches by NASA and SpaceX  will 
lead to an increase in UFO sightings.

He said: ‘Some of these space mis-
sions have ‘suspicious objectives’ 
that alien beings are aware of.’   In the 
video, a woman can be heard saying 

‘what is it?’ as she follows the UFO 
with her camera. The unusual object 
is clearly visible in the recording, 
silhouetted against the dramatic sky-
line.  The video was shared 50,000 
times by netizens who were either 
concerned by the sighting or utterly 
unimpressed. 
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PENTAGON’S UFO SECRET
‘World’s Largest’ 

Public Healthcare 
Scheme

Official Head Of Pentagon’s Secret ‘Ufo’ Office 
Sought To Make Evidence Public.
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Just before leaving his Defense Department job 
two months ago, intelligence officer Luis Elizondo 
quietly arranged to secure the release of three of 
the most unusual videos in the Pentagon’s secret 
vaults: raw footage from encounters between 
fighter jets and “anomalous aerial vehicles” — 
military jargon for UFOs.

The videos, all taken from cockpit cameras, show 
pilots struggling to lock their radars on oval-
shaped vessels that, on screen, look vaguely like 
giant flying Tic Tacs. The strange aircraft — no 
claims are made about their possible origins or 
makeup — appear to hover briefly before sprint-
ing away at speeds that elicit gasps and shouts 
from the pilots.

Elizondo, in an internal Pentagon memo request-
ing that the videos be cleared for public viewing, 
argued that the images could help educate pilots 
and improve aviation safety. But in interviews, 
he said his ultimate intention was to shed light 
on a little-known program Elizondo himself ran 
for seven years: a low-key Defense Department 
operation to collect and analyze reported UFO 
sightings.

The existence of the program, known as the 
Advanced Aviation Threat Identification 
Program, was confirmed officially for the first 
time Saturday by a Pentagon spokesman. The ac-
knowledgment came in response to media inqui-
ries, which were generated in part by a start-up 
company Elizondo has joined since retirement. 
The private company specializes in promoting 
UFO research for scientific and entertainment 
purposes.

Current and former Pentagon officials confirm 
that the Pentagon program has been in existence 
since 2007 and was formed for the purpose of 
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           INDIA, SEP 2017— India has announced an 
ambitious health insurance scheme, which is designed 
to be a safety net for millions of people who struggle to 
afford medical care. It’s thought to be one of the largest 
such schemes in the world, and is likely to be popular 
with rural voters.

India presently spends a little over 1% of its GDP 
on public healthcare, one of the lowest in the world. 
The announcement came in the annual budget, aimed 
at boosting growth ahead of a general election next 
year.

Finance Minister Arun Jaitley also allocated 
billions of dollars for health, education, social security 
and rural infrastructure.

He said the flagship health insurance scheme 
would cover more than 100 million poor families and 
provide 500,000 rupees ($7,825;£5,520) in medical 
coverage for each family annually.

“This will be the world’s largest government-
funded healthcare programme,” Mr Jaitley told 
parliament in his speech.

“The government is steadily but surely progressing 
towards a goal of universal health coverage.”

The BBC’s Soutik Biswas says although it is 
laudable to give medical coverage to the poor in a 
country where quality healthcare costs are prohibitive, 
what is not clear is how this programme is going to be 
designed to protect the poor from being exploited by 
private hospitals.

India’s private healthcare system is largely 
unregulated, opaque and often unscrupulous. It also 
overcharges patients with impunity, our correspondent 
adds.

“Private hospitals also have a long history of being 
hostile towards the poor, and not allocating enough 
mandated cheap beds for them,” he says.

“It is not clear how the government will be able to 
get around this problem - and where the funds from 
the scheme will come from.”

This was a budget for the rural economy with 
distressed farmers and villagers emerging as the 
biggest winners. But the finance minister also 
outlined incentives for others that will help boost 
growth, create jobs and promote private investment. 
The government’s new National Health Protection 
Scheme could be a game changer for as many as 500 
million people in need and unable to afford healthcare.

But consumers will be affected. Despite Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi warning against the threat of 
global protectionism just last week in Davos, he has 
approved increased custom duties on foreign phones 
and televisions.

Mr Jaitley added India’s $2.5 trillion economy was 
“firmly on path to achieve 8% plus growth soon”.

Earlier this week a government forecast said 
India’s growth rate is set to rise over the coming year 
after a prolonged slowdown.

The country’s slowdown has been blamed on 
several factors, including declining exports, falling 
private investment and declining farm incomes.

Also the sudden cancellation of nearly 86% of 
the cash in circulation in November 2016 - the effect 
lasted until 2017 - and glitches in the rollout of a 
single Goods and Services Tax (GST) had a severe 
impact on growth.

The Indian government hopes that this will boost 
local manufacturing in India but tech giants like Apple 

collecting and analyzing a wide range of “anom-
alous aerospace threats” ranging from advanced 
aircraft fielded by traditional U.S. adversaries to 
commercial drones to possible alien encounters. 
It is a rare instance of ongoing government in-
vestigations into a UFO phenomenon that was 
the subject of multiple official inquiries in the 
1950s and 1960s.

Spending for the program totaled at least 
$22 million, according to former Pentagon of-
ficials and documents seen by The Washington 
Post, but the funding officially ended in 2012. 
“It was determined that there were other, higher 
priority issues that merited funding and it was in 
the best interest of the DOD to make a change,” 
Pentagon spokesman Tom Crosson explained in 
a statement.

But officials familiar with the initiative say the 
collection effort continued as recently as last 
month. The program operated jointly out of the 
Pentagon and, at least for a time, an underground 
complex in Las Vegas managed by Bigelow 
Aerospace, a defense contractor that builds mod-
ules for space stations. It generated at least one 
report, a 490-page volume that describes alleged 
UFO sightings in the United States and numer-
ous foreign countries over multiple decades.

Neither the Pentagon nor any of the program’s 
managers have claimed conclusive proof of extra-
terrestrial visitors, but Elizondo, citing accounts 
and data collected by his office over a decade, 
argues that the videos and other evidence failed 
to generate the kind of high-level attention he 
believes is warranted. As part of his decision to 
leave the Pentagon, he not only sought the re-
lease of videos but also penned a letter to Defense 
Secretary Jim Mattis complaining that a potential 
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           INDIA, SEP 2017—Just before leaving his 
Defense Department job two months ago, intelligence 
officer Luis Elizondo quietly arranged to secure the 
release of three of the most unusual videos in the 
Pentagon’s secret vaults: raw footage from encounters 
between fighter jets and “anomalous aerial vehicles” 
— military jargon for UFOs.

The videos, all taken from cockpit cameras, show 
pilots struggling to lock their radars on oval-shaped 
vessels that, on screen, look vaguely like giant flying 
Tic Tacs. The strange aircraft — no claims are made 
about their possible origins or makeup — appear to 
hover briefly before sprinting away at speeds that elicit 
gasps and shouts from the pilots.

Elizondo, in an internal Pentagon memo 
requesting that the videos be cleared for public 
viewing, argued that the images could help educate 
pilots and improve aviation safety. But in interviews, 
he said his ultimate intention was to shed light on a 
little-known program Elizondo himself ran for seven 
years: a low-key Defense Department operation to 
collect and analyze reported UFO sightings.

The existence of the program, known as the 
Advanced Aviation Threat Identification Program, 
was confirmed officially for the first time Saturday 
by a Pentagon spokesman. The acknowledgment 
came in response to media inquiries, which were 
generated in part by a start-up company Elizondo 
has joined since retirement. The private company 
specializes in promoting UFO research for scientific 
and entertainment purposes.

Current and former Pentagon officials confirm 
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           INDIA, SEP 2017— India has announced an 
ambitious health insurance scheme, which is designed 
to be a safety net for millions of people who struggle to 
afford medical care. It’s thought to be one of the largest 
such schemes in the world, and is likely to be popular 
with rural voters.

India presently spends a little over 1% of its GDP 
on public healthcare, one of the lowest in the world. 
The announcement came in the annual budget, aimed 
at boosting growth ahead of a general election next 
year.

Finance Minister Arun Jaitley also allocated 
billions of dollars for health, education, social security 
and rural infrastructure.

He said the flagship health insurance scheme 
would cover more than 100 million poor families and 
provide 500,000 rupees ($7,825; £5,520) in medical 
coverage for each family annually.

“This will be the world’s largest government-
funded healthcare programme,” Mr Jaitley told 
parliament in his speech.

“The government is steadily but surely progressing 
towards a goal of universal health coverage.”

The BBC’s Soutik Biswas says although it is 
laudable to give medical coverage to the poor in a 
country where quality healthcare costs are prohibitive, 
what is not clear is how this programme is going to be 
designed to protect the poor from being exploited by 
private hospitals.

India’s private healthcare system is largely 
unregulated, opaque and often unscrupulous. It also 
overcharges patients with impunity, our correspondent 
adds.

“Private hospitals also have a long history of being 
hostile towards the poor, and not allocating enough 
mandated cheap beds for them,” he says.

“It is not clear how the government will be able to 
get around this problem - and where the funds from 
the scheme will come from.”

This was a budget for the rural economy with 
distressed farmers and villagers emerging as the 
biggest winners. But the finance minister also 
outlined incentives for others that will help boost 
growth, create jobs and promote private investment. 
The government’s new National Health Protection 
Scheme could be a game changer for as many as 500 
million people in need and unable to afford healthcare.

But consumers will be affected. Despite Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi warning against the threat of 
global protectionism just last week in Davos, he has 
approved increased custom duties on foreign phones 
and televisions.

Mr Jaitley added India’s $2.5 trillion economy was 
“firmly on path to achieve 8% plus growth soon”.

Earlier this week a government forecast said 
India’s growth rate is set to rise over the coming year 

that the Pentagon program has been in existence since 
2007 and was formed for the purpose of collecting 
and analyzing a wide range of “anomalous aerospace 
threats” ranging from advanced aircraft fielded by 
traditional U.S. adversaries to commercial drones 
to possible alien encounters. It is a rare instance 
of ongoing government investigations into a UFO 
phenomenon that was the subject of multiple official 
inquiries in the 1950s and 1960s.

Spending for the program totaled at least 
$22 million, according to former Pentagon officials 
and documents seen by The Washington Post, but the 
funding officially ended in 2012. “It was determined 
that there were other, higher priority issues that 
merited funding and it was in the best interest of the 
DOD to make a change,” Pentagon spokesman Tom 
Crosson explained in a statement.

But officials familiar with the initiative say the 
collection effort continued as recently as last month. 
The program operated jointly out of the Pentagon 
and, at least for a time, an underground complex in 
Las Vegas managed by Bigelow Aerospace, a defense 
contractor that builds modules for space stations. 
It generated at least one report, a 490-page volume 
that describes alleged UFO sightings in the United 
States and numerous foreign countries over multiple 
decades.

Neither the Pentagon nor any of the program’s 
managers have claimed conclusive proof of 
extraterrestrial visitors, but Elizondo, citing accounts 
and data collected by his office over a decade, argues 
that the videos and other evidence failed to generate the 
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PENTAGON’S SECRET UFO OFFICE
Government Insider 

Speaks Out About 
UFO Cover-Up

Official Head Of Pentagon’s Secret ‘Ufo’ 
Office Sought To Make Evidence Public.
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INDIA, SEP 2017 — Just before leaving his 
Defense Department job two months ago, intelligence 
officer Luis Elizondo quietly arranged to secure the 
release of three of the most unusual videos in the 
Pentagon’s secret vaults: raw footage from encounters 
between fighter jets and “anomalous aerial vehicles” 
— military jargon for UFOs.

The videos, all taken from cockpit cameras, show 
pilots struggling to lock their radars on oval-shaped 
vessels that, on screen, look vaguely like giant flying 
Tic Tacs. The strange aircraft — no claims are made 
about their possible origins or makeup — appear to 
hover briefly before sprinting away at speeds that elicit 
gasps and shouts from the pilots.

Elizondo, in an internal Pentagon memo 
requesting that the videos be cleared for public 
viewing, argued that the images could help educate 
pilots and improve aviation safety. But in interviews, 
he said his ultimate intention was to shed light on a 
little-known program Elizondo himself ran for seven 
years: a low-key Defense Department operation to 
collect and analyze reported UFO sightings.

The existence of the program, known as the 
Advanced Aviation Threat Identification Program, was 
confirmed officially for the first time Saturday by a 
Pentagon spokesman. 

The acknowledgment came in response to media 
inquiries, which were generated in part by a start-up 
company Elizondo has joined since retirement. The 
private company specializes in promoting UFO 
research for scientific and entertainment purposes.

Current and former Pentagon officials confirm 
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By KIERA BOWEN

About six months ago, our board at UFODATA 
was privileged to welcome Christopher Mellon as 
the newest member of our team. Chris spent nearly 
20 years in the federal government serving in various 
national security positions. For the first time, he has 
agreed to speak publicly about his experiences within 
government as they relate to UFOs.

It is unusual for a man of Chris’s stature to speak 
openly about UFOs, which gives his statements great 
weight. His positions during the Clinton and Bush 
administrations involved high clearances; in fact, there 
are few people who have enjoyed such deep and wide-
ranging access to compartmented programs in both 
the Defense Department (DoD) and the intelligence 
community. Chris is the recipient of numerous 
awards, including the National Reconnaissance Office 
Gold Medal and the Defense Intelligence Agency 
Director’s Medal.

At DoD, Chris served on a small committee that 
provided oversight of all DoD special access programs, 
in order to eliminate potential waste and duplication. 
The oversight included visits to Area 51 and other 
sensitive facilities. He also spent over a decade on 
the Senate Intelligence Committee, involved in 
oversight of NRO, CIA, NSA and other intelligence 
organizations. He became the first Congressional 
official to review all of the NSA’s compartmented 
programs.

I wanted to know what Chris had to say about 
Hillary Clinton’s implications that the government 
may be withholding classified UFO documents. 
Backed by John Podesta, chairman of her campaign, 
Clinton has been speaking about the need to “get to 
the bottom of the UFO mystery.” Her comments are 
unprecedented within a presidential campaign.

Chris was about seven years old when he saw an 
old-fashioned amateur movie taken by a friend of 
his school principal. It showed a huge, golden disc-
shaped object serenely moving through sunny, blue 
skies, passing through cumulous clouds in a manner 
that would be very hard to fake. He had no idea what 
became of the movie, but it filled him with wonder and 
awe. Chris read everything he could get his hands on 
afterwards and eventually did a research project on 
UFOs in college for a physics professor. He remain 
deeply intrigued.

that the Pentagon program has been in existence since 
2007 and was formed for the purpose of collecting 
and analyzing a wide range of “anomalous aerospace 
threats” ranging from advanced aircraft fielded by 
traditional U.S. adversaries to commercial drones 
to possible alien encounters. It is a rare instance 
of ongoing government investigations into a UFO 
phenomenon that was the subject of multiple official 
inquiries in the 1950s and 1960s.

Spending for the program totaled at least 
$22 million, according to former Pentagon officials 
and documents seen by The Washington Post, but the 
funding officially ended in 2012. “It was determined 
that there were other, higher priority issues that 
merited funding and it was in the best interest of the 
DOD to make a change,” Pentagon spokesman Tom 
Crosson explained in a statement.

But officials familiar with the initiative say the 
collection effort continued as recently as last month. 
The program operated jointly out of the Pentagon 
and, at least for a time, an underground complex in 
Las Vegas managed by Bigelow Aerospace, a defense 
contractor that builds modules for space stations. 
It generated at least one report, a 490-page volume 
that describes alleged UFO sightings in the United 
States and numerous foreign countries over multiple 
decades.

Neither the Pentagon nor any of the program’s 
managers have claimed conclusive proof of 
extraterrestrial visitors, but Elizondo, citing accounts 
and data collected by his office over a decade, argues 
that the videos and other evidence failed to generate the 
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Just before leaving his Defense Department job two 
months ago, intelligence officer Luis Elizondo quietly 
arranged to secure the release of three of the most 
unusual videos in the Pentagon’s secret vaults: raw 
footage from encounters between fighter jets and 
“anomalous aerial vehicles” — military jargon for 
UFOs.

The videos, all taken from cockpit cameras, show 
pilots struggling to lock their radars on oval-shaped 
vessels that, on screen, look vaguely like giant flying 
Tic Tacs. The strange aircraft — no claims are made 
about their possible origins or makeup — appear to 
hover briefly before sprinting away at speeds that elicit 
gasps and shouts from the pilots.

Elizondo, in an internal Pentagon memo 
requesting that the videos be cleared for public 
viewing, argued that the images could help educate 
pilots and improve aviation safety. But in interviews, 
he said his ultimate intention was to shed light on a 
little-known program Elizondo himself ran for seven 
years: a low-key Defense Department operation to 
collect and analyze reported UFO sightings.

The existence of the program, known as the 
Advanced Aviation Threat Identification Program, was 
confirmed officially for the first time Saturday by a 
Pentagon spokesman. 

The acknowledgment came in response to media 
inquiries, which were generated in part by a start-up 
company Elizondo has joined since retirement. The 
private company specializes in promoting UFO 
research for scientific and entertainment purposes.

Current and former Pentagon officials confirm that 
the Pentagon program has been in existence since 
2007 and was formed for the purpose of collecting 
and analyzing a wide range of “anomalous aerospace 
threats” ranging from advanced aircraft fielded by 
traditional U.S. adversaries to commercial drones 
to possible alien encounters. It is a rare instance 
of ongoing government investigations into a UFO 
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phenomenon that was the subject of multiple official 
inquiries in the 1950s and 1960s.

Spending for the program totaled at least 
$22 million, according to former Pentagon officials 
and documents seen by The Washington Post, but the 
funding officially ended in 2012. “It was determined 
that there were other, higher priority issues that 
merited funding and it was in the best interest of the 
DOD to make a change,” Pentagon spokesman Tom 
Crosson explained in a statement.

But officials familiar with the initiative say the 
collection effort continued as recently as last month. 
The program operated jointly out of the Pentagon 
and, at least for a time, an underground complex in 
Las Vegas managed by Bigelow Aerospace, a defense 
contractor that builds modules for space stations. 

It generated at least one report, a 490-page 
volume that describes alleged UFO sightings in the 
United States and numerous foreign countries over 
multiple decades.

Neither the Pentagon nor any of the program’s 
managers have claimed conclusive proof of 
extraterrestrial visitors, but Elizondo, citing accounts 
and data collected by his office over a decade, argues 
that the videos and other evidence failed to generate the 
kind of high-level attention he believes is warranted. 
As part of his decision to leave the Pentagon, he not 
only sought the release of videos but also penned a 
letter to Defense Secretary Jim Mattis complaining 
that a potential security threat was being ignored.

“Despite overwhelming evidence at both the 

Inside

‘World’s Largest’ Public 
Healthcare Scheme

INDIA, SEP 2017— India has announced an ambitious 
health insurance scheme, which is designed to be a safety 
net for millions of people who struggle to afford medical 
care. It’s thought to be one of the largest such schemes 
in the world, and is likely to be popular with rural voters.

India presently spends a little over 1% of its GDP 
on public healthcare, one of the lowest in the world. 
The announcement came in the annual budget, aimed 
at boosting growth ahead of a general election next 
year. Finance Minister Arun Jaitley also allocated 
billions of dollars for health, education, social security 
and rural infrastructure. He said the flagship health 
insurance scheme would cover more than 100 million 
poor families and provide 500,000 rupees ($7,825; 
£5,520) in medical coverage for each family annually.

“This will be the world’s largest government-
funded healthcare programme,” Mr Jaitley told 
parliament in his speech. “The government is steadily 
but surely progressing towards a goal of universal 
health coverage.” The BBC’s Soutik Biswas says 
although it is laudable to give medical coverage to the 
poor in a country where quality healthcare costs are 
prohibitive, what is not clear is how this programme 
is going to be designed to protect the poor from being 
exploited by private hospitals.

India’s private healthcare system is largely 
unregulated, opaque and often unscrupulous. It also 
overcharges patients with impunity, our correspondent 
adds. “Private hospitals also have a long history of 
being hostile towards the poor, and not allocating 
enough mandated cheap beds for them,” he says.

“It is not clear how the government will be able to 
get around this problem - and where the funds from 
the scheme will come from.”

This was a budget for the rural economy with 
distressed farmers and villagers emerging as the 
biggest winners. But the finance minister also 
outlined incentives for others that will help boost 
growth, create jobs and promote private investment. 
The government’s new National Health Protection 
Scheme could be a game changer for as many as 500 
million people in need and unable to afford healthcare.

But consumers will be affected. Despite Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi warning against the threat of 
global protectionism just last week in Davos, he has 
approved increased custom duties on foreign phones 
and televisions. Mr Jaitley added India’s $2.5 trillion 
economy was “firmly on path to achieve 8% plus 
growth soon”. Earlier this week a government forecast 
said India’s growth rate is set to rise over the coming 
year after a prolonged slowdown. The country’s 
slowdown has been blamed on several factors, 
including declining exports, falling private investment 
and declining farm incomes.

Also the sudden cancellation of nearly 86% of 
the cash in circulation in November 2016 - the effect 
lasted until 2017 - and glitches in the rollout of a 
single Goods and Services Tax (GST) had a severe 
impact on growth.

The Indian government hopes that this will boost 
local manufacturing in India but tech giants like Apple 
and Google are bound to lose out too unless they 
shell out more money to open local manufacturing 
units. The lowering of corporate tax on small and 
medium business could boost employment. But on 
the whole, industry watchers in Delhi have not been 
very impressed. Some described the policies as ‘token’ 
without much substance.

PENTAGON’S SECRET UFO OFFICE

Official Head Of Pentagon’s Secret ‘Ufo’ Office 
Sought To Make Evidence Public.

Photo Credit: U.S. Navy Jet

Just before leaving his 
Defense Department job 
two months ago, intelligence 
officer Luis Elizondo quietly 
arranged to secure the release 
of three of the most unusual 
videos in the Pentagon’s 
secret vaults: raw footage 
from encounters between 
fighter jets and “anomalous 
aerial vehicles” — military 
jargon for UFOs.

The videos, all taken 
from cockpit cameras, show 
pilots struggling to lock their 
radars on oval-shaped vessels 
that, on screen, look vaguely 
like giant flying Tic Tacs. The 
strange aircraft — no claims 
are made about their possible 
origins or makeup — appear 
to hover briefly before 
sprinting away at speeds that 
elicit gasps and shouts from 
the pilots.

Elizondo, in an internal 
Pentagon memo requesting 
that the videos be cleared for 
public viewing, argued that 
the images could help educate 
pilots and improve aviation 
safety. But in interviews, he 
said his ultimate intention 
was to shed light on a little-
known program Elizondo 
himself ran for seven years: a 
low-key Defense Department 
operation to collect and 
analyze reported UFO 
sightings.

The existence of the 
program, known as the 
Advanced Aviation Threat 
Identification Program, 
was confirmed officially for 
the first time Saturday by a 
Pentagon spokesman.
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The acknowledgment 
came in response to media 
inquiries, which were 
generated in part by a start-
up company Elizondo has 
joined since retirement. The 
private company specializes 
i n  p r o m o t i n g  U F O 
research for scientific and 
entertainment purposes
C u r r e n t  a n d  f o r m e r 
Pentagon officials confirm 
that the Pentagon program 
has been in existence since 
2007 and was formed for 
the purpose of collecting 
and analyzing a wide range 
of “anomalous aerospace 
threats” ranging from 
advanced aircraft fielded by 
traditional U.S. adversaries 
to commercial drones to 
possible alien encounters. It 
is a rare instance of ongoing 
government investigations 
into a UFO phenomenon 
that was the subject of 
multiple official inquiries in 
the 1950s and 1960s.

S p e n d i n g  f o r  t h e 
program totaled at least 
$22 million, according to 
former Pentagon officials 
and documents seen by The 
Washington Post, but the 
funding officially ended in 
2012. “It was determined 
that there were other, higher 
priority issues that merited 
funding and it was in the 
best interest of the DOD to 
make a change,” Pentagon 
spokesman Tom Crosson 
explained in a statement.

But officials familiar 
with the initiative say the 
collection effort continued 
as recently as last month. 
The program operated 

Inside

‘World’s Largest’ Public 
Healthcare Scheme

INDIA, SEP 2017—  India has announced an ambitious health 
insurance scheme, which is designed to be a safety net for millions 
of people who struggle to afford medical care. It’s thought to be one 
of the largest such schemes in the world, and is likely to be popular 
with rural voters.

India presently spends a little over 1% of its GDP on public 
healthcare, one of the lowest in the world. The announcement 
came in the annual budget, aimed at boosting growth ahead of 
a general election next year. Finance Minister Arun Jaitley also 
allocated billions of dollars for health, education, social security 
and rural infrastructure. He said the flagship health insurance 
scheme would cover more than 100 million poor families and 
provide 500,000 rupees ($7,825; £5,520) in medical coverage 
for each family annually.

“This will be the world’s largest government-funded 
healthcare programme,” Mr Jaitley told parliament in his speech. 
“The government is steadily but surely progressing towards a 
goal of universal health coverage.” The BBC’s Soutik Biswas says 
although it is laudable to give medical coverage to the poor in 
a country where quality healthcare costs are prohibitive, what 
is not clear is how this programme is going to be designed to 
protect the poor from being exploited by private hospitals.

India’s private healthcare system is largely unregulated, 
opaque and often unscrupulous. It also overcharges patients 
with impunity, our correspondent adds. “Private hospitals also 
have a long history of being hostile towards the poor, and not 
allocating enough mandated cheap beds for them,” he says.

“It is not clear how the government will be able to get around 
this problem - and where the funds from the scheme will come 
from.”

This was a budget for the rural economy with distressed 
farmers and villagers emerging as the biggest winners. But the 
finance minister also outlined incentives for others that will help 
boost growth, create jobs and promote private investment. The 
government’s new National Health Protection Scheme could be 
a game changer for as many as 500 million people in need and 
unable to afford healthcare.

But consumers will be affected. Despite Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi warning against the threat of global 
protectionism just last week in Davos, he has approved 
increased custom duties on foreign phones and televisions. Mr 
Jaitley added India’s $2.5 trillion economy was “firmly on path to 
achieve 8% plus growth soon”. Earlier this week a government 
forecast said India’s growth rate is set to rise over the coming 
year after a prolonged slowdown. The country’s slowdown has 
been blamed on several factors, including declining exports, 
falling private investment and declining farm incomes.

Also the sudden cancellation of nearly 86% of the cash in 
circulation in November 2016 - the effect lasted until 2017 - and 
glitches in the rollout of a single Goods and Services Tax (GST) 
had a severe impact on growth.

The Indian government hopes that this will boost local 
manufacturing in India but tech giants like Apple and Google 
are bound to lose out too unless they shell out more money to 
open local manufacturing units. The lowering of corporate tax 
on small and medium business could boost employment. But 
on the whole, industry watchers in Delhi have not been very 
impressed. Some described the policies as ‘token’ without much 
substance.

And without any change in income tax rates and few 
incentives for the salaried middle class, they will not be the only 
ones disappointed with this year’s budget.
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